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Aspects of Russian Verbs —
Imperfective and Perfective

The Russian verb has 3 tenses and 2 aspects. Aspects describe different qualities

of an action — it is either acting (the process of doing something - Imperfective)

or the result of an action (after someone has finished doing something - Perfective).
Using the Imperfective/Perfective depends only on the intention of the speaker

to emphasize different aspects of action in his or her speech.

A PROCESS RESULT

3aBTpa s Oyny pucoBaTh 3aBTpa s HAPUCYIO
KapTHUHY. KapTHUHY.
[ will be drawing a picture tomorrow. Tomorrow I’ll draw a picture.
It means
51 TONBKO X0Uy pHUCOBaTh KapTHUHY, 51 00s13aTeNBHO 3aKOHYY KapTUHY.

HeoO0s3aTeNIbHO 51 3aKOHUY €. : . :
I will finish the picture tomorrow.

[ am going to draw tomorrow, but
there 1s no guarantee that I’ll finish my
picture that day.
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That’s why the Perfective can be used only in the Past or Future tense, since
the result can be either reached in past, or it will be reached in future. Russians use
the Imperfective for the Present tense, since the present is in progress.

If you require emphasizing in your speech a necessity of fulfillment or a desire to finish
an action and achieve a result — use the Perfective.

Examples:
A cnenaio 3TO K Beuepy!
MpbI Hanmimem OTYET Yepe3 HEAETIO!

OHM yXxe moroBopuin ¢ KIIMEHTOM

If you need to say that the process of doing something is necessary and important,
then use the Imperfective!

Examples:
S Oyny 3aHUMATHCS CIOPTOM !
OH OyzieT roBOpUTh C JUPEKTOPOM IOCIe 00eaa.

OHu yxe Aenanu oOT4ET Ha MPOIIION HEJeTe.
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Table of difference between two aspects

Imperfective

. Process

Buepa s uuran KHUTY.
YTpom s en OyTepOpO C CHIPOM.
3aBTpa 51 Oyqy mokymars MalIuHYy.

B BockpeceHbe MbI Oy7ieM cMoTpeTh
CIIEKTaKJIb.

. Regularity of doing something

MBI Kax/10€ yTpO 4utanu HOBOCTH.

OH exeqHeBHO mui Kode.

. Simultaneity of different actions

Jpy3bs pasroBapusanu, MU TUBO U
CIyIIajy MY3bIKY.

Perfective

1. Result

Buepa s npounrtan MHTEPECHYIO
KHUTY.

YTpowm s ceen Tpu OyTepoposal

3aBTpa s KyIwo HOBYIO
CIIOPTHUBHYIO MAILINHY.

B BockpeceHbe s 0053aTeNbHO
LOCMOTPIO HOBBIM CIIEKTAKJIb!

2. Something is done (or is going

to be done) only once
CerosiHs Mbl npounTaiy MPEKPACHBIE

HOBOCTHU!

OH ceroans seimua Kode
C MOJIOKOM, XOT$ HE JIFOOUT MOJIOKO.

. Sequence of actions

CHauajia OHM moroBopuiay, II0OTOM
BBIWIK ITUBO U TOJIBKO 3aTEM

HOCIYIIATA MY3BIKY.
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The Perfective aspect of Russian verbs is formed from the Imperfective by using

different prefixes and suffixes

Imperfective Perfective
Prefixes
to watch CMOTPETH IIOCMOTPETh
to listen to CIIyLIaTh IIOCYIIATh
to play UrparTh MOUTPaTh
to work paboTaTh nopadoorarb
to go for a walk TYJISITh MOTYJISATh
to breakfast 3aBTpaKaTh 1103aBTPAKATh
to lunch 00enarn 11000enaTh
to dinner y)KHHATh MOYKMHATh
to call 3BOHUTH TTI03BOHUTH
to give (as a present)  J1apUTh MOTAPHUTh
to dance TaHIEBATh [IOTaHIEBATh
to eat CCTh ChECTh
to drink MU Th BBIITUTH
to draw pUCOBaTh HapHUCOBATh
to write UCcaTh HaIucarhb
to read YUTATh IIPOYUTATH
to pay IJIaTUTH 3aILIaTUTD
Suffixes
_I/I_
to finish KOHYaTh KOHYNTH
to study M3y4aTh U3Y4IUTh
to answer, to reply OTBEYarTh OTBETUTH
to meet BCTpedaTh BCTPETUTH
_a_
to show MOKa3bIBaTh MOKa3aTh
to tell pacckasbiBaTh pacckasaTh
The verb is shortened
to buy MOKYyTIaTh KYIIUTh
to start HaYUHATh Ha4yaTb
to give JaBaTh 1aTh
Other verbs
to speak TOBOPHUTH CKa3aTh
to take OpaThb B3STh
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Aspects of verbs denote tenses

The Perfective can be used only in the Past or Future tense, since the result can

be reached only in past, and there is still a chance that there will be a result in future.
Also please note that verbs in the Perfective aspect in the Future tense change persons
as verbs in the Imperfective aspect in the Present tense.

Imperfective Perfective

1. Past tense

OH CMOTpeJ, mucaj, padoTad, OH MTOCMOTpEJI, HaMKCcal,
KU nopaboTa, IpPOoKUI

OHa CMOTpeJia, muca’a, OHa MMOCMOTpeIa, HarKcana,
paboTarna, xKuja nopaodorasna, IpoxKuiia

OHU CMOTpEJIU, TUCAJIH, OHM MOCMOTPEIIH, HAMTUCAIIH,
paboTanu, KuIu nopadoTanu, IPOKUIU

2. Present tense

s CMOTPIO

Thl CMOTPHILIb

OH/OHA CMOTPUT

MBI CMOTPUM There 1s no perfect form
BbI CMOTPUTE

OHU CMOTPST

3. Future tense

a1 Oynmy S IOCMOTPIO

ThI OyAelIb ThI IOCMOTPHILIb
oH/OHa OyJeT CMOTPETh OHa/OHa MOCMOTPHUT
MBI OyzieM MBI IOCMOTPUM

BbI OynieTe BBl IIOCMOTPHUTE

OHM OynyT OHH ITIOCMOTPST



