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Constructions of time
with the words “xorma” and “moka’”

The Russian language has a lot of ways to express time. One of them is constructions

using the words korga and noka. These constructions are synonims if you can replace

both of them with the construction B To BpeMsi, Kak.

p
Korma s cmorpen

TCJIICBU30P, MaMa
IroToOBHJIa YKHUH.

When I was watching TV, my
mother was cooking supper.

-

Korma MbI
pasroBapuBaliu,
[IPUILIENT TUPEKTOP.

When we were talking, the
director came.

-

Korna meén noxnp,

S YATAJ Ta3eTy

When it was raining, [ was
reading a newspaper.

-

<

-~

<

-

B 10 Bpems, Kak
CMOTpPEI TEJIEBU30DP,
MaMa roTOBUJIA Y>KUH.

When (while) I was watching
TV, my mother was cooking
supper.

-~

<

-

B 10 Bpems, Kak
MbI Pa3roBapuBaIy,
MIPUILENT JUPEKTOP.

While we were talking,
the director came.

-~

-

B 10 Bpems, Kak
IIEJ JTOXKIb, 51 YMTaJl
rasery.

While it was raining, I was
reading a newspaper.

<

-

<

-

[loka s cMoTpen
TEJIEBU30P, Mama
TOTOBUJIA YXKUH.

While I was watching TV, my
mother was cooking supper

-

[Toka MbI
pa3roBapuBaliu,
MIPUILET TUPEKTOP.

While we were talking, the
director came.

-~

-

IToka meén noxnp,
s YATAJI Ta3€Ty.

While it was raining, I was
reading a newspaper.
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But in some cases they are used differently. Korga can be used in complex sentences

with the following patterns: “result + result”, “beginning of an action + another action”.

Mp&I BBILILIIM U3 Oapa,
KOT/Ia OH 3aKPBILJICA.

We left the bar when it closed.
“Bpiny u3 6apa” — result + “6ap 3akpbuics’™ —
result)

S1 mo3BoHIO TEOE,
KOIJIa 3aKOHYY padoTaTh.

I will call you when I finish work.
“no3BoHI0” — result + “3akoHuy padortaTh” —
result

Constructions with noka are only used in situations “process + process”

or “process + end of an action”.

[Toka Tl CIIaJI, A YUTaJI KHUT'Y.

While you were sleeping, I was reading a book.
“crman’ - process + “‘uutan’ - process

Summary table

Koraga

full simultaneity

actions go on simultaneously

[Toka TbI criaz, s IpOYUTAIl KHUTY.

While you were sleeping, I finished reading
the book.

“cman’” — process + “npounTtair’ —

end of an action

ITOKa

full simultaneity

actions go on and end simultaneously

Kor/ia oH Ha4aa y4uThCs B LIKOJIE, €My ObLIO 7 JIeT.

KOFI[& MbI €XaJIM Ha a4y, Mbl BUICIIU JIOCH.

partial simultaneity

one action starts or ends while another one is going on

[Toka OH y4uJICs B IIKOJIE, OH YBJIEKAJCS

poboTamu.

[Toxa mbI exayii Ha a4y, WE T0K/b.

full simultaneity

one action is completed while another one is going on

Mama rotoBujia 06e, Korja s MpUIIEl.

Korna Mbl roBopuiiv, no3BoHUI MapTuH.

Korpaa Tel mucan mucemMo, HAYaJICS HHTEPECHBIN

bunbM.

result + result

IToxa mama roroBuiia 06621, s UUTAJ KHHAT'Y.

[Toka Tl roBOpHII ¢ MapTUHOM 110 TeJIeOHY,

MbI 3aKOHYMJIM Halll pa3roBOp.

[Toka ThI mUCaa MUCHMO, (GUIIBM
YK€ 3aKOHYMJICS.

Korma Aunpeit 3aKkOHYMI IKOJTY, OH MOCTYITHJI
B YHUBEPCUTET.

Koria MbI y3HaIu 3Ty HOBOCTb, MbI OUY€Hb
YIVBHJIKC.
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But in some cases they are used differently. Korga can be used in complex sentences

with the following patterns: “result + result”, “beginning of an action + another action”.

MpbI BhILILIK U3 Oapa,
KOT/Ia OH 3aKPBILJICA.

We left the bar when it closed.
“Beiuiu u3 6apa” — result + “6ap 3akppuics” —
result)

S1 mo3BoHIO TEOE,
KOIJIa 3aKOHYY padoTaTh.

I will call you when I finish work.
“no3BoHI0” — result + “3akoHuy paboTtaTh” —
result

Constructions with moka are only used in situations “process + process”

or “process + end of an action”.

IToka TBI CIIaJI, s YUTaJd KHHUTY.

While you were sleeping, I was reading a book.
“crman’ - process + “gurtan’’ - process

Summary table

KOoraga

full simultaneity

actions go on simultaneously

[Toka TbI criaz, st IpOYUTAJl KHUTY.

While you were sleeping, I finished reading
the book.

“cmman’ — process + “‘npounTair’ —

end of an action

ITOKAa

full simultaneity

actions go on and end simultaneously

Kor/ia oH Hauas y4uThCs B LIKOJIE, €My ObLIO 7 JIeT.

KOI‘I[E[ MbI CXaJIM Ha a4y, Mbl BUACIINU JIOCH.

partial simultaneity

IToxa on YUMJICS B IIKOJIC, OH YBJICKAJICA

poboTamu.

[Toxa mbI exaiii Ha a4y, WEI 10K /Ib.

full simultaneity

one action starts or ends while another one is going on

one action is completed while another one is going on

Mama rotoBuja 06e, Korja s MpUIIEl.

Korna Mbl roBopuiiv, mo3BoHWI MapTuH.

Korna Tl m1ucan nucpeMo, Ha4aJICsi UHTEPECHBIN
bubMm.

result + result

IToxa mama roToBuJia 066)1, s YUTAJ KHUT'Y.

[Toka Tl roBOpHII ¢ MapTUHOM 10 TeNeOoHy,
MBI 3aKOHYMJIM HaIll pa3roBop.

[Toka ThI mUcaa MUCHbMO, HUIbM
yKe 3aKOHYMJIICS.

Korma Annpeit 3aKOHYMII IITIKOJTY, OH MOCTYIIHJI
B YHUBEPCHUTET.

Koria MbI y3HaIM 3Ty HOBOCTb, Mbl OUY€Hb
YIMBHJINC.



