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Verbs of Motion

We use two general types of verbs to talk about motion in Russian. For our purposes we
will call them groups naTn and xoanTb. It is convenient to use them because whoever
you are speaking with understands at once what time and direction you are talking
about and how often you move that way. It is better to learn these verbs in pairs.

Main Russian verbs of motion

NIATHU — XOIAUTDb €XadTb — C3/IUTb JICTCTh — JICTATDb

to go to go to fly

(on foot) (by any type of wheeled (or to move by any sort of air
transport — by bicycle, car, transport — by plane, aerostat,
train, etc.) rocket, etc.)

IIJIBITh — IIJIaBAaThb OexaTh — Oerarhb

to swim, to sail to run

(or to move by any sort of ship (also related to sports —

transport) jogging, marathon, etc.)

There are three pairs of optional verbs that do not mean motion themselves but are used
together with main verbs of motion.

HCCTU — HOCHUTDH BC3THU — BO3UTH BCCTHU — BOAUTDH
o carry something in one’s to carry with any sort to drive
hands of vehicle

(a car, a bicycle, a plane —
(is used together with “uarn” (is used together with “‘exarp” any sort of vehicle)
and “XOJIUTH”) and “‘e31UTh”)



Table: Meanings of verbs of motion
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(14 29
AT group
€XaTh, JIETETh, INIBITh, O€KaTh, HECTH, BE3TH,
BECTH

One time (only this moment)

(14 29
XOIUTb gZroup
€31UTh, JICTATh, IJIaBaTh, OCTaTh, HOCUThH, BO3UTH,
BOJUTH

Many times (action is repeated)

ceiiuac — now, ceroaHs — today, Buepa — yesterday,
3aBTpa — tOMOIrow

Ceiiuac s uay Ha pa0oTy.
I’m going to work now

CeroaHst MbI €1€EM B Teatp.
Tonight we are going to the theatre.

Mama naetT B Mara3uH.
Mother is going to the store.

Jlonka mbIBET HA OCTPOB.
The boat 1s sailing to the i1sland.

Tyna. There

perymspHo — regularly, kaxnpiit geHs — every day,
gacTo — often, mocTossHHO — permanently,
penxo — rarely, HUKOTJIa HE. .. — never.

S Kaxapli IeHb XOXKY Ha paboTy.
I go to work every day.

MEI e31uM B TeaTp Kaxayro cyoooTy.
We go to the theatre every Saturday.

Mama XOAUT B Mara3uH 1o BbIXOAHBIM.
Mother goes to the store on weekends.

Jlonka mitaBaeT Ha ATOT OCTPOB YK€ 5 JIET.
The boat has sailed to this island for 5 years
already.

Tyna — orryna. To and from

— Kyna 11 uaémp?
— S uny B GacceliH.
“Where are you going?”
“I’m going to the swimming pool.”

— Kyna BbI enete?
— Ml eziem K 0a0yIIIKe.
“Where are you going?*
“We are going to see our grandmother.

— Kyna netut camonér?
— OH nerur B Camapy.

“Where is this plane flying?*
“It 1s flying to Samara.*

At the moment of motion something else
was (or is) happening

YTpom s Xoauia B 6acceliH, a MOTOM BEpHYJICS
JIOMOM.

[ went to the swimming pool in the morning
(there), and then came back home (from there).

Beuepom MbI ¢ Oparom e3nuiu k 0alyIike.
Last night we went to see our grandmother with
my brother. (it is obvious that we came back)

Ha BeixogHbIX MBI JieTanu B Camapy.
We went to Samara last weekend. (round trip)

In a sense of “to be able to do”

Korpa s mién nmo napky, st ;ymain o0 OTIyCKe.
When I was walking in the park, I was thinking
about my vacation. (I was walking and thinking
at the same time)

Korna ona exana B METpo, OHa yBHUENA CBOIO
3HAKOMYIO.
When she was going by metro she met her friend.

Korpaa Opart neren u3 KOMaHIUPOBKH, B CAMOJIETE
OH IT03HAKOMWJICS C KPACUBOU JIEBYIIIKOM.

When he was flying home from a business trip
my brother met a pretty girl.

Harmn masieHbKuUi ChIH €111E HE YMEET XOJUTb.
Emy Bcero 5 mecsnes.
Our little son cannot walk yet. He’s only 5 months

old.

Mos ’xeHa COBEpPLIEHHO HE YMEET IU1aBaTh!
My wife cannot swim at all!

S Mory BOIUTH MAIIMHY, HO MHE 9TO HE HPABUTCA.
I can drive, but I don’t like it.
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Table: Meanings of verbs of motion

(14 29
AT group
€XaTh, JIETETh, INIBITh, O€KaTh, HECTH, BE3TH,
BECTH

“XOIUTH Zroup

€31UTh, JICTATh, IJIaBaTh, OCTaTh, HOCUThH, BO3UTH,
BOJUTH

With verbs “ao0utn” (to love),

“HpaBurbcs’ (to like)

Table: Verbs of motion and tenses

(14 29
HATH  group
exaTh, JICTCTh, IJIBITh, OCKaTh, HECTH, BE3TH,
BECTH

Past tense

MHe HpaBUTCS XOJUTH IO MAPKY.

EMy He HpaBUTCS €3IUTh B METPO, TIOITOMY
OH KyIIWJI MallIAHY.

Dta AeByIIKa JOOUT MIaBaTh.
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XOOUTh gZroup
€31IUTh, JICTaTh, IIaBaTh, OCraTh, HOCUTH,
BO3UTb, BOJUTH

Usually is used only in the sense of one-time action
and simultaneously with other process

S mén u gyman.
MBI exajii B TAKCHU M pa3roBapuBalivd 0 padoTe.

OHa mibL1a Ha KopaoJie ¥ HAaCIaXajJach OTIBIXOM.

Present tense

Used in the sense of regular, repeated action.

S1 Xoaui B 3TOT MarasuH 1o cyoooram.
MEI He e3a1Iu B TAKCH YKE MECSIII.

Omna 1naBaeT Ha Kopabiie KakIyl0 BECHY.

Used in the sense of one-time action, happening
at the moment of speech.

Ceituac oH Ut Ha padoTy.

Ceromgs TwI €l1€NIb K MaMe.

Future tense

Used in the sense of regular, repeated action.

OH X0auT Ha pabOTy KaXbIil JCHb.

ThI €31UIIb K MAME KaXKIYHO HEAEIIO.

Used with prefix “1o” (see lesson 32)

Used in the sense of “I'm planning to do this
regularly” or “I surely will be able to do that”

S 6yny xoauTh B OacceliH 2 pasza B HEJEIO.

CryneHThI CKa3aau MpenoaaBaTelto,
YTO 00s3aTEILHO OYIyT XOAUTh HA JICKIIUH.

Bbpar noo6enian, 4ro OyneT e3auTh K 0alyIiike
KaX/IbIi MECHLI.
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Table: Conjugation of verbs of motion in Present and Past tenses

Harn XO0AUTh Jlererhb Jlerarthb ILabITH ITnaBarp
Present tense

A uny s1 XOXKY s JIeuy s1 JIETaro sl TUIBIBY s1 TIJIaBaro

ThI UEIIb THI XOIUIIIb ThI JICTHUIID ThI JIETACIIb TBI TJILIBEIID ThI IJIaBaCllIb

OH/O0HA UIET

OH/OHA XOIUT

OH/OHA JIETUT

OH/OHA JIeTaceT

OH/OHA ILIBIBET

OH/OHA ILIaBAET

MBI HJIEM MBI XOIUM MBI JIETUM MBI JIETAEM MBI TUIBIBEM MBI IJIaBaEM
BbI HJICTC BBl XOOUTE BEI JICTUTE BBI JICTACTC BBl IJIBIBETE BBI TIJTABACTE
OHU HJYT OHU XOZAT OHHU JIETST OHHU JIETAIOT OHHM TUTBIBYT OHHU IIJIABAIOT
Past tense

OH IIIeT OH XOAuT OH JIETEI OH JIeTall OH TUIBLI OH TIaBaJI
OHa 111 OHa XoJinJia OHa JIeTena OHa JieTaja OHa IUIbLIA OHa IJ1aBaja
OHO H1JIO OHO XOAHJIO OHO JIETEJIO OHO JIETAJIO OHO IUIBLIO OHO I1J1aBaJIO
OHU IIUTH OHH XONIJIN OHHU JIETENIN OHHU JIETAJIN OHU TUIBLIN OHU ITIaBaJIN
Be3tn Bo3uth Bectnt Boautn

Present tense

1 BE3y 1 BOXKY A BTy 1 BOXKY

ThI BE3€IIb ThbI BO3UIIb ThI BEJIEIIb Tbl BOAHUIIb

OH/OHA BE3ET

OH/OHA BO3UT

OH/OHA BEIET

OH/OHA BOOUT

MBI BE3EM MBI BO3UM MBI BEJIEM MBI BOJIUM
BBI BE3€ETE BBl BO3UTE BBl BEJIETE BBI BOIUTE
OHU BE3YT OHU BO3AIT OHU BEAYT OH BOJMT
Past tense

OH BE3 OH BO3UJI OH BEII OH BOOIMII
OHa Be3Jia OHAa BO3WJIa OHAa Bela OHAa BOJIMJIA
OHO BE3JIO OHO BO3WJIO OHO BEJIO OHO BOJIUJIO
OHH BE3JIU OHU BO3WJIHA OHU BEJIN OHHU BOAWIHA



