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Constructions of purpose
and reason

There are two popular Russian questions: 3auem Tbl 310 caenan? (What did you do
it for?) and MouyemMy Tbl 310 caenan? (Why did you do it?).

Question “3agem?”” and two ways to answer 1t

3auem? means “for what purpose”. To answer a question with 3a4yem? one can use
the construction 4To6bI + Infinitive (when there is just one person who is the only
active doer).

— 3ayeM TbI XOIUJI — 3ayeM ThI U3yJaellb — 3aueM OpaT Kymuil
B Marasun? PYCCKUM A3BIK? rurapy?
— (A xopun B marasun,)  — (A uszyyaro pycckuii — (bpar kynua rurtapy,)
yTOOBI KYIUTH XJ1€0. A3bIK,) YTOOBI XOPOIIIO YTOOBI YUUTHCS
TOBOPUTH MO-PYCCKMU. UrpaTh HA HEW.

Another way to answer a question with 3aueM? is the construction 4T06bI1 + Past
(when there are several people each of whom is an active doer).

— 3aueM BBI ¢ OpaToM — 3aueM Thl U3yYaelllb — 3aueM nara Kyl
XOAUJIN B Mara3uH? PYCCKUU A3BIK? rUTapy?

— (MpI ¢ 6paToMm — (A usyuaro pycckui — (ITama xymua rurapy,)
XOJIUJIN B MarasuH,) A3BIK,) YTOOBI MOU YTOOBI CHIH VUHJICSA
YTOOBI OH KYTIWJI DYCCKHE KOJLJIETU UrpaTh HA HEH.

cebe HOBBIH mapda. IIOHWMAJIN MEeHS.
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Table: The word “ato0ObI” 1n the complex sentences,

denoting purposes

51 xouy, A

51 npomy,
S xenato,

S medraro,

S mo06iro, D

Hano,
HyxHo,

Heob6xonnmo,

> 4TOOBI BCE OBLIO XOPOIIIO.

YyTOOBI THI CIEJIAI DTO ceryac.

Table: Difference between constructions with the words
“qT0o0BKI’” and “uyro”’

1.

Mawma cka3zaia, 9To0bI ChIH
MIPUIIEN JOMOM B 22 4Haca.

The mother told her son to come back
home at 10 p.m.

Mama cka3zana, 4To ChIH
IIPUIIEI TOMOU B 22 4aca.

The mother said that her son had come back
home at 10 p.m.

OH MHOT0 pa3 rOBOPHUII,
YTOOBI Thl HE TTOKYIIAI IIOKOJIA]

He told you many times not to buy
chocolate.

OH MHOTO pa3 TOBOpHJI,
YTO Thl HE MOKYTIAJI IIOKOJIA,.

He said many times that you did not buy
chocolate.

Cectpa cka3zana,
YTOOBI SI IPUIIENT
K 0a0yIlIKe B OOJbHHUILY.

My sister told me to go and see grandma
in hospital.

YTOOBI = desire, request, order

Cectpa ckaszana,
YTO S IOJIKEH MPUNTH
K 0a0yIIKe B OOJbHUILY.

My sister said that I must go and see grandma
in hospital.

YTO = reality, fact
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Part 2. Question “IIouemy?” and how to answer 1t

MoueMy means “for what reason”. Questions introduced with Mouemy?

can be answered with the help of the construction noTomy uTo.

— llouemy ThI HE
TyJsenb?

— llotomMy 4TO
Ha YJIULE XOJIOIHO
(MHE XOJIOAHO).

Part 3. Summary table

“3auem?” purpose

— llouemy ThI
U3yYaelllb pyCCKUU
A3BIK?

— [lotomMy 4TO
MHE€ HPABUTCS 3TOT
A3BIK.

— [louemy Opar Kymui
rurapy?

— [lotomy 4tO
OH MEYTAET XOPOILO
UTpATh HA TUTApE.

“ITouemy?” reason

1.

— 3aueM ThbI U3y4aellb PYCCKUU A3bIK?

— A uzyuaro pycckum A3bIK, YTOOBI XOPOIIIO

TOBOPUTb MO-PYCCKHU.

— Ilouemy ThI U3yUaellb PyCCKUU A3BIK?

— fl n3yvaro pyccKuu sI3bIK IOTOMY,
YTO MHE HPABUTCSA 3TOT A3bIK.

2.

— fA mpuexan B Poccuto, uToOBI paboTaTh

31ECh.

— A npuexain B Poccuro noromy,
4TO MHE HPaBUTCA 3Ta CTpaHa.

3.

— A Kynus 3TOT KOMIIBIOTEDP, YTOOBI paboTaTh

Ha HEM.

— 3auem?

— YT100bI + Infinitive

(doing something for oneself)

— A Kynu1 3TOT AOPOrol KOMIIBIOTED ITOTOMY,
4TO OH MHE O4eHb HPABUTCH.

— Ilouemy?
— IToTomy uTo + attitude
to the subject of conversation



