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Reflexive Verbs

Reflexive verbs in Russian have the suffix — ca. How to form them and what they mean
are explained below

1. The subject performing an action is simultaneously the object of the action: MbITbCA,
6puTbea, NnpuyécbiBaTbes. Such verbs are formed from verbs which require
an object in the Accusative Case
MbITb + KOro? — MbITbCH
OpuTb + KOro? — GpuThCA

npu4YéecbiBaTb + KOro? — Npu4éeécbiBaTbCA

Mama MoeT pedéHka. — PeOEHOK MoeTcs.
[Tapukmaxep Opeet namy. — [lama Opeercs mo yrpam.
CecTtpa npuyéchiBacT Opara. — bpar He JIFOOUT MPUYECHIBATHCH.

2. A number of actively participating subjects are affected by each other’s actions:
BCTpevaTbCA, LenoBaTbcs, o6HMmaTbea. Such reflexive verbs require an object
in the Instrumental Case while they are formed from verbs requiring objects
in the Accusative Case
BCTpeYyaTb + KOro? — BCTpe4yaTbCsl + C KeM?;

LuenoBsaTtb + KOro? — LenoBaTbCA + ¢ KeM?;
Oo6HMMaTb + KOro? — obHumaTbcs + ¢ Kkem?

Jpyr ooHuMaeT craporo apyra. — JIpy3bsi OOHUMAarOTCS.
OH BcTpedaeT Mamy B a3pornopTy. — OHU BCTpPEYarOTCs B 3aJI€ OXKUIAHUS.

JKenux nenmyer HeBeCTy. — JKEHUX U HEBECTA LETYIOTCS.

3. The subject performs an action in its own interest: cTpouThcs, coouparbcs. Such
reflexive verbs are formed from verbs which require an object in the Accusative Case
CTPOUTb + KOro? Yto? — CTPOUTbLCA + KakK?
cobupaTtb + KOoro? 4yto? — cobuparbcs + Kak?

Jlenyiika ctpout gavy. — Jlaya BCE eme cTpouTcs.

Mawma cobupaet aerel B Koy, — JleTu J10Aro coOMparoTcs B IKOJTY.
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4. The subject’s action belongs to his or her sphere of interest: uHTepecoBaTtbcA,
3aHumartbcs, yBnekaTbces. Such reflexive verbs require an object in the Instrumental
Case and are formed from verbs which require an object in the Accusative Case
UHTepecoBaTb + KOro? — UHTepPecoBaTbLCA — KeM? yem?

3aHUMaTb + KOro? 4yto? — 3aHMMaTbCA + KemM? yem?

yBrneKaTb + KOro? 4rto? — yBrnekaTtbcsl + KeM? yem?

MeHs uaTepecyeT copT. — A UHTEPECYHOCh CIIOPTOM.
My3bika yBIIeKaeT HaC. — MBI yBIIEKAEMCsl MY3bIKOM.

Ero coBceM He 3aHMMaET MareMaTuka. — A AHTOH YCEPJIHO 3aHUMAETCS
MAaTEMaTUKOU.

Conjugation of Reflexive Verbs

HNurtepecoBarbesa (uem?) — to be interested in smth.

s IHTEPECY 10 Ch MBI HIHTEPECY €M CH
Thl UHTPECY €llIb CH BBl UHTEPECY €TE Ch
OH/OHa UHTEPECY €T CH OHH UHTEPECY 10T CHA

3anumarbea (ueM? ¢ kem?) — to be occupied with smth.

s 3aHHUMa 10 Cb MBI 3aHHUMA €M CA
ThI 3aHHUMaA CIIb CHA BbI 3aHUMaA €T€ Cb
OH/OHA 3aHHMa €T CH OHH 3aHUMaA 0T CHA

Reflexive Verbs in the Past Tense

NurepecoBarbes yem 3aHUMATbCH

to be interested in smth to go in for smth.
OH MHPCCOBA JI CHA OH 3aHHUMAJI CA

OHa MHTCPCCOBA Jida Cb OHAa 3aHuMaJjia Cb

OHH MHTCPCCOBA JI1 Cb OHMH 3aHHUMaJIU Cb



