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Types of Modality in Russian:
Ways of Expressing Desirability

Sentences describing actions that are desirable or undesirable can contain the modal
constructions »xeJsiaTeNbHO, UTO6bI/ >)xenartenbHo + Infinitive or >xenarenbHoO
He + Infinitive.

JKenarenbHO MO3BOHUTH JUPEKTOPY ceiluac, Korjaa oH B o(uce.

KenarenbHo He OecriokonTh MeHs ¢ 9 10 11 yacos. S Oyny
[UCaTh OTYET.

Xotenocb 6bl/ xouercs, UTob6bI and He xoTenocb 6bl/ He xoueTcsa can also
be used in such situations.

Ham xotenock Obl mOCMOTpETh (POTOrpa)mu 3TOrO OTEJIS.
JleTsiMm Bcerzia Xxo4eTcs, 4TOObl MX JTIOOUIN POJUTEH.

MHe He xoTenoch 0bl €xaTh B CHOMPH B SIHBApE.

Other ways to describe actions as desirable or undesirable are with the constructions
6b110 6b1 HENN0X0, ecnun 6bl... and 6b110 6b1 HENJIOXO, ecnmn 6bl He...

bb110 OBI HEMI0X0, eciiu Obl Thl MO3BOHM 0A0YIIIKE U Y3HA,
KakK €€ Jena.

bbu10 OBI HEMI0XO0, €CJIM ObI Thl HE CITYIAT MY3bIKY TaK I'POMKO.

The construction with kak Hac4ér...? is used to express the desirability of an action
or an offer.

— Kak Hacuét kode?

— Jla, crtacu6o! S Oyay ¢ MOJIOKOM.
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J)KeJIaTeIbHO, YTO0BbI/ sKej1aTeabHOo + Infinitive

)KGJIEITG.HI)HO, YTOOBI BBl BEINOJIHUIIN DTO CCTOAHs.

KenarenpHo ChE3MUTH 32 MPOAYKTAMHU B CyOOOTY yTPOM.

X0TeJI0OCh ObI/X04YeTCs, YTOOBbI

XoTenock Obl MOTYYUTh OTBET CETO/THS.
Xorenoch Obl MOCMOTPETH HA MAIIMHY ceilyac.

XoueTcs, YTOObI B MUPE HE OBbLIO BOIH.

ObLJI0 ObI HEIJIOXO0, €CJIM OBbl...
beu1o OB HETII0XO, €M OBl THI MOCIIYIIIAT MEHS.

Bb110 OBI HETII0X0, €cii Obl Mbl KYTIUAJIN 3TH OUJIETHI
Ha M0€3]1, TOKa OHU €CTh B Kacce.

KaK HACYET...?

Kak Hacuér BcTpeuu cerogus Beuepom?
Kaxk nacuér pasroBopa?

Kak Hacuétr moux neHer, KOTopble Thl Opaj B JOJT?

JKeJiaTeJabHO He + Infinitive
JKenareapHO He ITOCBHUIATh IMMCHMO CETOHS, a MMON0XKIATh
710 3aBTpaA.

XKenarensHo He roBOpUTH ¢ Hatanbeii 00 3TOM, eif Oyaer
HEIPUSTHO.

He X0TeJIOCH ObI/He X0ueTcs
He xotenock ObI O€CTIOKOWTH Bac, HO MHE HY’)KHA Ballla
[TOJIITHUCH.

He xotenock Obl TOBOPUTH TaAKKWE HEMPUSATHBIC BEIIH,
HO BbI YBOJICHBI.

He xoueTcs oTHUMAaTh Y BacC BpEMs, HO MHC HY>KHaA
KOHCYJIbTallU:.

ObLJ10 ObI HEINJIOX0, €CJIM ObI HE...
Bbr11o Ob1 HemI0xo0, eciiy ObI BBI HE JI€aIi 3TO CETOaHS,
a CIeNaau 3TO 3aBTpa.

bb110 OBI HETI0XO0, €CJiv ObI Thl HE TOBOPHII BCEM O MOEM
npobieme.



