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Verbs of motion with the Prefixes
“mpo-"" and “‘niepe-"’

The Russian language has special prefixes which, if added to verbs of motion, denote
direction and thus help people understand each other correctly.

Part 1. Prefix “mpo-”

The prefix npo- denotes movement along, past something, or through something,
sometimes covering long distances. Occasionally the time taken to cover the distance
may also be specified. Verbs with the prefix npo- answer the questions Kyaa?,

K komy? Baosnb/mumo vero? (Where? To whom? Along what? Past what?).
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Koika npouuia MUMO Ms4a.
The cat walked by the ball.

5l cenyac npoxoxy Tel mpoxoauimb MUMO  OH TIPOMIETT MUMO
MHUMO Oo(Huca. METPO. MEHS U HE 3aMETHI.
I am passing along the office. You are passing along the He walked past me without

metro. noticing me.



LR
Learn Russian

learnrussian.rt.com

Table: Meanings of groups of verbs of motion “npoitu”
and “npoxoauTh”’

Remember

Verbs of motion with prefixes have one peculiarity: the Present Tense usually requires a verb from the “xonuts” group,
as they show that the action is taking place right now. Verbs from the “unatu” group are used in the Past Tense
in the meaning of a completed action or in the Future Tense in the meaning of potential result.

“npoudTu’ group “npoxoauTts” group
Past Tense
Meaning: result of an action. Used frequently. Optional meaning: two actions are taking place

or took place simultaneously.

OH yXe npouien MUMO KJlacca. Korma on nmpoxonii MUMO KJacca, IPO3BEHEN
3BOHOK.

Present Tense

Meaning: a process. Used frequently.

OH ceryac npoxoauT MUMO KJIacca.

Future Tense

Meaning: potential, predictable result. Optional meaning: two actions are/will be taking
Used frequently. place simultaneously.
Yepes S MUHYT OH IPOUAET MUMO KJT1acca. Korna on Oyzet mpoxouTh MUMO KJlacca,

ITPO3BCHHUT 3BOHOK.
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Prefix “nmepe-”

The prefix nepe- denotes relocation of a person or object from one place to another.

It may also denote movement across something or diagonal movement. Verbs with

the prefix nepe- answer the questions OTkyaa? Kyaa? (From where? Where?).

Kolika nepexoaut yiuity.

The cat 1s crossing the street.

4 ceryac nepexoxy ThI epexoauiib
JIOpOTY. C IIEPBOIO Kypca
YHUBEPCUTETA
Ha BTOPOM.
I’m crossing the street (going You pass into second year

from one side to another). of University.

Mgl niepexoaum
U3 KyXHH B 34l

We’re going from the kitchen
into the living room.
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Table: Meanings of groups of verbs of motion “nepeuntn’
and “nepexoauTs”’

Remember

Verbs of motion with prefixes have one peculiarity: the Present Tense usually requires a verb from the “xomuts” group,
as they show that the action is taking place right now. Verbs from the “uaru’™ group are used in the Past Tense to show
a completed action or in the Future Tense to indicate a potential result.

“mepeiiTu” group “nmepexoanTh”’ group
Past Tense
Meaning: result of an action. Used frequently. Optional meaning: two actions are taking place

or took place simultaneously.

On nepemén ynmuiy 5 MEHYT Ha3aJl. Korna oH nepexoauit yiuily, y Hero 3a3BOHHUII
TenedoH.

Present Tense

Meaning: a process. Used frequently.

OH celyac MpoxoauT MUMO KJiacca.

Future Tense

Meaning: potential, predictable result. Optional meaning: two actions are/will be taking
Used frequently. place simultaneously.
Yepes S MUHYT OH NEPEUNIET YIIUILLY. Koria oH Oyzet nepexoauTs yiuIly, Y HEro 3a3BOHUT

TeseoH.
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Part 3. Table: Conjugation of mostly used verbs
with prefixes “npo-" and “nepe-”

po- nepe-

“uatn”’ group “XoauTh” group “uarn’ group “XonuTh” group
NPONTH MPOXOAUTH nmepeuTu NnepexoanThb
Present Tense
A IPOU LY s IPOXOKY A epenay A IEPEXOKY
ThI IPOUIENTH ThI TIPOXOAUIIb ThI TIEPENAENTD ThI IEPEXOIUIITH
OH/OHa MPOUIET OH/OHA TPOXOUT OH/OHA TIEepPeHAET  OH/OHA MEePEXOAUT
MBI IPOUAEM MBI IPOXOUM BbI IIEPEUIETE MBI IIEPEXOAUM
BbI IPOUJIETE BbI [IPOXOJIUTE MBI [IEPENIEM BbI IIEPEXOAUTE
OHU MPOUIYT OHU MPOXOAT OHU MEPEUTYT OHU MEPEXOAAT
Past Tense
OH TIPOIIEN OH ITPOXOIUII OH TIEpeIén OH TIEPEXOIHII
OHa mpoIia OHa IIpoxXoaunJia OHa mepenuia OHa IICpexXoaujIa
OHH TMPOILIN OHU MPOXOAUIIN OHM TEpEILIN OHU TMEPEXOANIN
Inpoexarb IPoE3KaTh nepeexarb IEPEE3KATDH
Present Tense
A IPOeRy A IPOE3KAL0 g mepeeny A IEPEE3KAI0
ThI TIPOE/ICIIIb ThI TTPOE3KACIIIb ThI TIEpEEACUIb ThI TIEpEE3KACIIb
OH/OHA MPOEIET OH/OHa MPOEIKAET OH/OHa mepeeeT OH/OHa TIepee3KaeT
MBI [POEIEM MBI TIPOE3KAEM MBI TIepeeaeM MBI Iepee3KAEM
BBI IIPOENIETE BBI [IPOE3KAECTE BbI IIEPECECTE BbI IIEPEEC3KACTE
OHU MPOEIYT OHU MPOE3KAIOT OHU MEPEECTYT OHU IEPEEIKAIOT
Past Tense
OH Ipoexal OH ITPOC3IKaAJI OH mepeexal OH IICPCC3IKaAJI
OHa IIpocxajia OHa IMpOocC3iKajia OHa Iepeexana OHa IIepece3Kalia
OHHU IIpoexaau OHMH IIPOC3IKAIN OHHU IIepeexann OHH IICPLCC3KAIN
IPOJIECTETD IpoJjeTarb HEePeJICTCTD nepeacrarb
Present Tense
S IPOJIeuy s IPOJIETAIO A mepeneyy s TIEPEJIETAI0
ThI IPOJICTHUIIIb ThI IIPOJIETACIID ThI TIEPEJICTHUIIIb THI [IEPEJIETACILIb
OH/OHA MPOJICTUT  OH/OHA MPOJIETAET OH/OHA MEPEeNIETUT  OH/OHA MEepPEeIeTaeT
MBI MPOJIETUM MBI [IPOJIETAEM MBI [IEPEIETUM MBI [IEPETETAEM
BbI IIPOJICTUTE BbI IPOJICTACTE BbI IIEPEJIETUTE BbI IIEPEJIETACTE
OHU MPOJIETAT OHU IPOJIETAOT OHU TEPEIICTAT OHU IEPENETAOT
Past Tense
OH TIPOJICTE OH TIpoJIeTanl OH TepesieTelt OH TIepeJieTan
OHa IpoJIeTeia OHa mpoJcTaia OHa IepeneTresa OHa IEpeiIcTaia

OHMU IIPOJICTEIN OHHU IIPOJICTAJIN OHM IIepeIeTEIN OHH TICpCJICTAJIN



